2.
3.

MAROA-FORSYTH C.U.S.D. #2
REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

February 24, 2020
6:30 PM
HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY

Agenda

Call to Order
Roll Call
Pledge of Allegiance

Presentations

4.
3.
6.
1.

Prolessional Therapy Dog 2020-21
Audit 2019

Recognition of Visitors and Delegations
Citizens Wishing to Address the Board

Learning & Discussion

8. Maroa-Forsyth Education Foundation & March 14 Community Celebration Update

9, School Resource Officer (SRO) Job Description

10. District Information Referendum Update

11. March 2020 Board Meeting Date

Action

12. Approval, Consent Agenda (Any item may be removed from the consent agenda by any board
member.)
a. Approval of the Open/Closed Minutes for the Board Meeting on 1/27/20
b. Board Bills of February 2020
¢. Financial Reports
d. Treasurer’s Report of January 2020

13. Approval, School District Safety Plan 2020-2023

14. Approval, School Resource Officer Job Description & 2020-21 Positions

15. Approval, School District Professional Therapy Dog Policy, 6:122

16. Approval, Hinng of Personnel & Acceplance of Resignations - Personnel Report of 2-21-20

17. Approval, Scott State Bank Signature Changes, Entity Authorization, & Corporate Wire Transler
Agpreement

18. Closed/Executive Session — Approval, To enter closed/exccutive session for the appointment,
employment, compensation, discipline, dismissal, or performance of specific employees & for
collective negotiation matlers & for filed hitigation of the public body pursuant to Scction 5.0 ILCS
120/2(c)(1,2,11) [If Needed]

19. Adjournment






Meet Padgett
Certified Therapy dog with School Social Worker

Jessica Hill

Padgett is a 9 year old cockapoo (cocker spaniel/poodie) who was
adopted from a rescue shelter in 2011. After responding to many crisis in
the Central lllinois area as part of the Macon-Piatt crisis team, | was able
to see the value in comfort & therapy animals while they assisted grieving

students. In May of 2019, we started training with Pawprint Ministries
Comfort Dogs. Padgett and | have been going on community visits with
this organization since August of 2019. Padgett will receive his therapy
dog certification through Alliance of Therapy Dogs in April.

The Helping Power of Animals

Research has shown that therapy dogs support psychological and
academic growth while increasing social skills and self-esteem in children.
Therapy dogs have been trained to provide emotional support which
positively impacts reading skills, emotional functioning, and communication
skills. In addition, the use of therapy dogs may decrease anxiety, improve
self-esteem, and increase overall academic achievement in students.

How can Padgett be utilized at Maroa-Forsyth Grade

School?

->» Positive presence around the building

-> Work with students 1-1 who are having a difficult day, working
through grief, anxiety, or life changes

= Work with students in group counseling

= Read/work with reluctant readers or learners

=>» Visit classrooms

-> Be used as an incentive for students to achieve and accomplish goals



Therapy dog question & answer

What about students with allergies?

Padgett is required to meet cleanliness and grooming requirements to
maintain his certification and minimize allergic contact. Petting the
dog is voluntary, not a requirement. Students are encouraged to
wash or sanitize their hands after touching the dog. Padgett is also
brushed daily to minimize the dander on the dog.

What if a student is afraid of dogs?

There are several rules that Padgett will follow at school. He will
never be allowed off leash and will never be handled by anyone other
than myself, except in possible case of emergency. Teachers will
communicate if they have a student who is afraid of dogs and we will
ensure all students and staff feel safe.

What if there is an emergency at school?
Padgett will have a wire crate kept in my classroom should we have
an internal emergency that would not allow him to accompany me.

What if an accident happens with the dog?

| have researched insurance policies and through our therapy dog
organization (Alliance of Therapy Dogs) for $200/ year a $2,000,000
policy can be purchased.
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TABLE OF ED_I}I_TEN'I'E

TAE Mame
Auditar's Quastlonnalre. o did Quesk
Comments Applicable to the Auditor's Questlannalre - Aud Ouest
Finandlal Profile Information ... FP Info

Estimated Finenclal Frofile Summary.
Basic Financlal Statements
statemant of Assets and Liabilities Arlsing from Cazh Transactions/Staternent of Positian ..

Finzncial Profile

Aszeli-Llah
Staternont of Revenues Brcsived /Revonos, Expenditures Oisbursed/Expenditures, Other
Sourgas (Uses) and Changes in Fund Balances |8l Funds).... i Liaiia .. Mgt Summany
stataments aof Revenues Recelved/Rovenues [All Funds) - . Nevanues

¢tatemnents af Expenditures Dishursed)/Expendlturas Rudget Lo Actual (All Funds]
Supplementary Schedules

Schedule of Ad Valorem Tex Receipls -

schedule of Short-Tenm DebtfLang-Term Debt -

tehedule of Restricted Local Tax Levies and Selocted Revenue Sources)

Sehedula of Tart Imawunity Expenditures..
Statistical Sactlon ¥

Schedule of Capital Outlay and Depraciation . -

Estimated Cparating Expendituros Par Pupil and Par Capita Tuilion Charge Computation

Expenditures

Tau Sched
Short-Term Long-Torm Debt

Rest Tax Levins-Tort Im

Cap Dutlay Depres

PCTC-OEFP
Indireck Cost Hate - Contracts Paid in CLIENT FHAT s mmm s Contarcts Paid in CY
Indirect Cost Rate - Computation ICR Computation
Regort an Shared Services or Qutsourzing e Shred Outsourced Serv.
Administrative Cast Worksheel .. AL
itemization Schedule: it . TEMIZATION
Heference Paga HEF
T w11 e A L T L1 M —— R Bt Opinion-kotes
peficlt Reduction Caloulation - Dieficit AFH Sum Cale
Audlt Checklist/Balancing Schedula AUMTCHECK

Slngle Audit Sectlon
Annusl Federal Compliznce Repart

Single Audit Cover - CAP

msmun_-rmmsju_gnummemsg For School Districts/laint Agreamants
—-_ —— L

AFR Page Ma.

All Sehool Distrlcts/Jalan Agreements must complate this form [Note: Jaint agreement supplementary/statistical schedules may nat be applicable)
This farm complies with Part 100 (Requiremants far Accounting, Budgeting, Fnancial Reporting, and Auditing).
24, inais Admnistrative Code 104, Subtitle A, Chanier Subchapter £ (Fart 100}

L. Round all ameunts to the nearest dollar, Do nat eater conts, [Exception: 3 mAonth ADA on page 27, line T8

2. Any errors left unresabved by the Awdit Checklist/Balancing trhedule must be explained i the itomizatian page.

3. Defare submitting AFR - be sure to break 2| Jinks n &FR before submitting to 1SE. O links are not broken, amounts enterod have changed when opening the AFR.
4 Submit AFR El lcal

v The Annual Financial Repers (AER] must be submitted directly through the Attachmant Manzger to the AFR Group Ly the Auditar {rot from the school district)

an befora Movernber 15 with the sxception of Extension Approvals [Please ses AFR Instructions for complete submission procedures). Mota: C0/Disk no longer accepted.

Attachmvenk Manages Lnk

+ AFR supparting documentation must be smbeddaed as Microsedt Word [.doc), Word Porfect {* wpd) or Adobe (*.pdi) @nd insert=d within tab "Opinians & Notes",
Thess documents include: The Audil, Management etter, Opinian letters, Compliance letters, Financial nates etc... far embedding Instructions see
"opinions & Motes™ teb of this form.

fete: In Windows 7 ond mhove, filks can be saved in Adahe Acrabot {*.pdf) ond embedded evan if you dir ot have the software. {f yau hove problems embedditg
the files you moy ottech them o seporate [Lducs] in the Attachment Manager o 1SBE will embedded Hhem far you.
5, Submit Paper Copy of AFR with Slenatures
a) The auditor must send three paper coples of the AFR farm [oover through page & at minienum] ta the Schoal District with the aweditor signature.
Mate: School Districts and Regionel Superintendeats may prefer o complete paper copy fn liew aff on electranic file. Flzose comply with their requests ms peccedsany,

b} Upan receipt, the Schanl District retaing ane copy for their records, signs, 2nd forwards the remaining twa copics to the Reglonal Superintendent's
office no later than Qctober 15, annually.

¢] Upon recalpt, the Regional superinptendent's affice retaing one copy far thelr recards, signs, and forwards the remalnlng paper copy ta ISBE no later
than November 15, annually,

+ IFthe 15th f21ls an a Saturday, the dua date is the Friday befare. If the 15th falls on & Sunday, the dus date Is the Mondsy after,

v Vallow Book, CPE, and Peer Roview requiremants must be met if the Auditar ls5105 2n opinion stating "Governmental Auditing Standards” were utilized.
_Ferdaral Single Awdit 2 PR 200.500

6. Reguesting an Extension of Tme must be submitted in writing via email or letter to the Reglonal Offics of Education (at the deseretion of the ROE).

Approval may be provided up to and no later than December 15 annually. Aftor December 15, audits are considared late a nd out of comaliance per Winais Schaol Coda.

7. Quallflcations of Auditing Eirm
+ Schaal District/Jeint Agreement entitles must werily the qualifications of the auditing firm by requesting the most current paer review report and the
corresponding scceptance l=tter from the appraved peer review program, for the currant peer review poriod.

+ & school distrietfjobnt agreement whe angages with an auditing firm wha is not licensed and gualifed will be required to complete & new suedit by 2 qualified
auditing fre at the school district's/aint agreement's CapEnge,



Pauiges 2 Fage 2

AUDITOR'S QUESTIONMNAIRE

STRUCTIONS: If yaur review and Lesting of State, Local, and Federal Programs revezled any of the followlng statements Lo be trug, then check the hox on the left and
tach the appropriate findingsfcormmants,

ART A - FINDINGS

=

. One of mere schoel hoard members, administrators, certified school business officials, er ather qualifying district empioyees feled to file eoonadnic interested
o statements pursuant 1o the flingls Government Ethics Act, 15 ILCS 420/4A-101)
3. One ar mare custadians of funds failed to camphy with the bending requirements pursuant to Minois Sehoal Code [105 ILCS 5/0-2;10-20.15;15-6).
E _; 3, One or more eontracks weee sxecuted or purchases made contrary to the provisions of the Mlinods Schop! Code [105 ILCS 5/10-20.21].
4. One or more violations of the Public Funds Depasit Act or the Public Funds Investment At were noted {30 1LCS 225/7 et, seq. ond I0ILCS 235/1 ek, seq.].
; £ Rectrlctad funds were commingled in the accounting records or used for ather than the purpose For which they were restricted,
T B. Dne or more shart-tarm loans of shart-term debt mstruments wers executed In non-conformity with the applicable authorizing slatute or without statutory Autharity.
___ I 7. One or more long-term boans or long-term dobt instruments wern pxecuted In non-conformily with the applicable authorizing statute ar without statutony Authority,
i & Corporate Personal Property Replacement Tax manies were deposited andfur uzed without first satisfylng the lien impesed pursuant t the Mlinols Stote Revenue

Shaving Act [30 ILCS 115/23].
3, One & more interfund laans wera made in nan-canformity with the applicabla sutharizing statuto ar withaut statutory autharization par iinais School Code (105 ILCS
i 5/10-22.33, 20-4 and 20-5],
: ){_: 10. One or maore interfund Ioans were autstanding beyand the term provided by statute Minods School Code [105 ILCS 5/10-22,33, 2iv4, 20-5].

i © 1, Gnear mace permanznt transfers were made in non-conformity with the applicaite autherlzing stetute/regulation or without statutary/regulatory autharization per Ifiais
schaol Code (105 ILCS 5/17-2A].
12. Substantial, or systematic misclassification of budgetary items sweh a3, but not Jimited to, revenuns, receipls, expenditures, dishursemants or gapenses were obsorved.

, 13, The Chart of Accounts vsed te define and contral budget and sccounting records daes not conform ta the minimun requirements impazed by
- I5BE rules pursuant to iinals Schoo! Code (105 105 5/2-3.27; 2-3.28].
14, At least one of Lhe following forms was Red with IS0E late: The FY18 AFR (ISBE FORNM 50-35), FY18 Annu al Statement of AFfalrs (ISBE Form 50-37) and P19
Budget {ISBE FORM 50-36) Explain In the comments box below in persuant to liinofs Schoal Cade [105 ILCF 5/3-15.1; 5/10-17; 517-1].

'ART B - FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES/CERTIFICATION Criteria pursuant to the ilinois School Code (105 ILCS 5/1A-8],

18, The distrlct has isswed tax antlcipation warrants or tax anticipation naotes In anticipation of 2 second year's Laxes when warrants or notes In
anficipation of current year taxes are still autstanding, as sutherized by Hlinois School Code [105 ILCS 5/17-16 or 34-23 through 34-27].
—-l 16, The district has issued short-term debt against two future revenue sources, such as, but not fimitad ta, tax anticipation warrants and Geaeral State Ald
o certilicates or tax anticipation warrants and revenue anticipation notes.
17. The district s issued schoal or teacher orders for wages as perenitted In Wingis Schoal Code (105 1LC5 5/&-16, 32-7,2 one 34-76] or lssued funding
hands for this purgase persuant 1o llinals Schoal Cade [105 JLCS 5/8-5; 32-7.2; 34-26; ond 19-8].
14, The district has for two consecutiva yoars shown an excess of expenditures/other uses over revenuesfather sources and beginning fund balances

on Its annual financlz! report for the 2apreaate totals of the Educational, Operations & Maintenance, Transportation, and Working Cash Funds.

>ART C - OTHER ISSUES

| 19, Student Activity Funds, Imprest Funds, or other funds maintained by the district were excluded fram the zudit,
30, Findings, other than thase listed in Part A (shove], were reported [o.g. student acivity findings]. Thesa findings may Le described extensively In tha financial notes.

‘ 21. Federal Stimulus Funds were not maintzined and expended in accordance with the American Recovery and Helnvestment Act (ARRA] of 2005, I checked,
an cxplanation must be provided. :

| 22, Check this bon if the district is subjost ta the Praperty Tax Estension Limitztion Law. Effective Date: {Es: 00/00/0000)

i [ 23, i the type of Audltor Beport designated on tha cover page ls othor than n unqualified opinian and ks due to reasan(s] other than solely Cash Basls Accounting,
please chak and eeplain the reason(s) in the box below.

Prinled: 17232020 Maroa-Forsyln AFR 2049 dsm



ART D - EXPLANATION OF ACCOUNTING PRACTICES FOR LATE MANDATED CATEGORICAL PAYRMENTS
[For Schos! Districts who report on an Acereal/Modlfled Accrual Accaunting Basls only]

‘el districts that repart on the acersalfmodilied accruat basis of accounting must Identify where lale mandated categorical payments (Acct Cades 3100, 3105, 3110, 3500, 3510, 3120, 3950]
& racorded. Degending on the aceaunting pracedure these amaunts will be used to adjust the Direct Hecelpts/Revenues in caleutatlon 1and 2 of the Finandal Profila Scare.

F¥2018, identlfy those late payments recorded a5 Intergevermental Receivabies, Dther Reclevables, or Drferred Revenue & Other Current Labilities or Direct Receipts/Mevenue,
syments should only be Fsted once.

24, Enter the date that the district usad ta accrue mandated eatagorical payments Date:

25, For the listed mandated categorical {Revenue Code {3110, 3500, 3510, 3100, 3105] that were vouchered prior to June 30th, but not released untll after year end
as reported in ISAE FRIS system, enter the amounts that ware sccrued in the chart belaw,

eferred H.evenues {490}

'I:lndated Cate'eurlmls P:llm'l:uti [':|-]J:IEI 3105 3I1IJ 312EI 35I:II:I 351!;} 395{!] 1 1
IIrcutReceEp’tsfﬁwanua i R - e e e L Sy il i
tandzted Categoricals Payments (3100, 311:15 311I:I 3130, 35IZII:I 351l:| 3’95'3] . o

okl

» Revenue Code (3110:5p Ed Persannel, 3510-5p Ed Transportation, 3500-Kegular/Vocaticnal Transportation, 1105-5p Ed Funding for Children Requiriag Services,
3100-5p Ed Private Facilitias, 3120-5p Ed Regular Orphanage Individual, 30950-Regual Qrphans & Foster Children)
IART E - QUALIFICATIONS OF AUDITING FIRIM
+ School District/lolnt Agreement entities must verify the qualifications of the auditing firm by requesting the most current peer review report and the corresponding acceptanc
Jetter from the approved peer review program for the current peer review.

« & school diskrick/juint agresment who engages with an auditing firm wha 1s nt licensed and qualified will be required to complete a new audit by a gualified auditing firm
at the schood district's/joint agreement's expanse.

Comments Applicable to the Auditor’s Questionnaire:

FLOYD & ASSOCIATES, CPAs
Nome of Audit Firm [peint)

The undersigned offirms that this owdit was condicted by o gualified ouditing firm and in aceordance with the appliceble standards [23 Ilnais Administrative
Cade Part 100) and the seope of the oudit canformed to the requirements of subsection {a) or fbf of 23 Minais Ageninistrative Code Port 100 Seclion 110, as

T Gewits o

.‘Sl'grﬁrum fy}-}-p

MNaote: A POF with signature is ocoeptable for this poge, Enter the locotion an signature fine &.q. POF fn Opinion Fage with signature



Page 3 Page 2

[ C| D LE] F [6] H [ 1] J [ K] L [ M

1 FINAMCIAL PROFILE INFORMATION
2
3 |Required 1o be completed for School Districts anly.
5 A Tax Mates [Enter the tax rate - ex: 0150 for 51,50)

| O]
T Tax Year 2018 Equalized Assessed Valuaton (EAV):
i

Educational S Transportation Working Cash

9 _____ . _Ma1ntunanm e e e e UL Al I P R AL
10| mstels: | 00230000 +{ 0005000} + { __0.002000] [ D0.000500;
e 2 Shimbriziit
13 |6. Results of Operatlons *
14
15 Receipts/Mevenues D::::;::T:::::f Ew.ssf |Deflclency) Fund Balance

16| LT osaads | 97amesa. i (179448) [ 3,552,006
17 *  The numbers shown 2ra the sum of entrles on Pages 7 & B, lines 8, 17, 20, and 81 for the Edueational, Operaﬂuns B Malntenance,
1B Transpartation and Working Cash Funds.
19
20 |cC. Short-Term Debt **
21 ___CPPRT Nates Taws o TaMs TO/EMP. Orders _ GSA Cortificates
22 S LR U 1 Y I
23 Other :
24 : 0= o
?? *% The numbers shown aré the sum of entries on page 24.
28 [ Long-Term Debt
29 Check the applicabls box for long-term debt allowance by type of district.
a0 -
a1 @ B.0%for clementary and high school districis, :_ o -31,288,[}16_}
32 Px ! b, 13.8% for unit districts. S o
35
34 Long-Term Debt Outstanding:
36 ¢ Long-Term Debt (Principal anly) {P::-t!.- £ 2oy 3
37 o T o U, 511 E
i et
40 |E Material Impact on Financial Position
41 If ppiicable, check any of the fallowing items that may have a material impact on the entlty's financial position during future reporting perlods.
42 Attach shoots as needed explaining each item checked.
G4 -. Panding Litigation
45 i1 Material Decrease in EAV
46 ' . | Material IncreasefDecrease in Enrollment
47 I- { Adverse Arbltration Ruling
48 : " Passape of Referendum
49 I t| Tawes Filed Under Protest
RO i___ ] Decisions By Logal Board of Review or Hllingis Property Tax Appeal Board {FTAB)
g1 .. ! Other Ongoing Concems [Describe & Itemize)
=
53 .............................................
B e e sy
55 :
508 i
a7 i
58 .......................................................
GO
&1

Printed: 1/23/2020
tdaroa-Forsyth AFR 2019.xlsm
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MAROA-FORSYTH CUSD #2

Distarice Multip rpnsespg;ﬂ R

Learning o :
Lab & M5 Cafe A

Marca-Forsyth
High'School

ETEA?;'I //.

HS Learning

Environments
Band & Choir

Foodservices (MS &HS)
Expansion

Upaon taxpayer approval, a full design process will be undertaken
with district stakeholders. For planning purposes, the conceptual
design includes but is not limited to:

Academics & Student Support:

s Full suite of future-focused MS learning environments,

plus student support, admin and building support

e Distance learning lab to complement existing media
center (shared M5+H5)
Collaboration and breakout spaces (both MS & HS)
STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts and math)
labs (both MS & HS)
Foodservice expansion (shared MS+HS)
Multipurpose space (shared M5+H5)
Repurposed HS classrooms (old band & choir)
Mew parking

Athletics:
s Competition gym & locker rooms (MS)
» Fitness room (shared M5+HS)

Fine Arts:
s Auditorium and scene shop (shared MS5+HS)
e \Visual arts classroom (MS)
e Band & choir spaces, including practice rooms and
storage rooms (shared M5+HS)

Your vote on March 17 is important,

please be informed.

I'.*umpdﬂh Gy
Laocker Rooms

Praoposed
Maroa-Forsyth
Middle School

e
Admin Visual Arts

Auditorium & Student
(M5 & HS) Support

New Middle School connected
to the High School

creates a 21st century campus
that offers improvements for all
6-12 students and staff.

Benefits:

¢ Students can access all programming in the
same building (safe & secure for students)

e Students are optimally grouped to meet their
developmental needs

» Most economic use of construction funds,
allowing for dollars to impraove both MS & HS
environments

» Increased opportunities for advanced courses
for MS students and specialized programming
at HS (electives)... more robust curriculum

» Eliminates current duplicate spaces at HS &
MS (library, cafeteria, kitchen, band/chair)

e Shared professional and support staff (band,
chorus, nurse, social work, buildings and
grounds, lunch, custodial) operate in the
same building
Shared state-of-the-art athletic fields for 6-12
Operational cost savings for transportation,
utilities, building renewal and maintenance

s High quality schools and great opportunities
attract and retain families, plus enhance our
district reputation and property values

https://www.mfschools.net/trojans-of-tomorrow



MAROA-FORSYTH
Mi SCHOOL DISTRICT
Frequently Asked Questions

Maroa-Forsyth Ballot Proposal
Updated 02.19.20

DISTRICT NEEDS:

The Plan to Improve Maroa-Forsyth School District
Educational Advantages, Improve Safety, Financially Responsible

0: Why is this proposal needed?

A:  Our middle school was built in 1933, While it has well-served our community for nearly 90 years, it is
now worn out. When the Trojans of Tomorrow community engagement program explored options
for improving middle school facilities, it soon became clear to the participants that spending money
on the existing building made little sense and that a new school was a more cost-effective long-term
solution for our community.

Research shows that student learning is impacted by the quality of school facilities. Improved
learning environments will help prepare students for high school. And better prepared students for
high school means that students will perform better at that level and be job or higher education
ready upon graduation.

Q: How was this proposal developed?

A: The Maroa-Forsyth School District improvement plan is based on recommendations from hundreds
of District parents, residents, and employees who participated in the Trojans of Tomorrow
community engagement project from April to December 20189. In this process, ten scenarios or
options were evaluated including both short-term and long-term costs and the quality of learning
environments for students. The participants reached consensus, reported that consensus to the
Board of Education, and the Board followed by unanimously placing the proposal on the ballot for a
new middle school located in Maroa attached to the existing high school. The proposal also calls for
some improved spaces in the high school. Details on this plan can be found elsewhere in this
Frequently Asked Questions document.

Maroa-Forsyth CUSD B2 Referendum FAQ
v 2.19.20



Q; What long-term solution was placed on the ballot by the Board of Education?

A: Following a report by the community steering committee, “Trojans of Tomorrow”, the Board of
Education unanimously voted to place a bond proposal on the March 17, 2020 ballot.

The bond proposal would support construction of a New Middle School Connected to the High
school. Upon taxpayer approval, a full design process will be undertaken with district stakeholders.
For planning purposes, the conceptual design includes but is not limited to:

Academics & Student Support:
» New classrooms.... A full suite of future-focused MS learning environments,
= MNew student support, admin and building support
# New distance learning lab to complement existing media center (shared M5+H35)
» New dedicated space for collaboration and breakout spaces (both MS & HS)
s New STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts and math) labs (both MS & HS)
= Foodservice expansion (shared MS+HS)
s New multipurpose space, dual purpose as MS cafeteria during lunch hours (shared M5+HS)
* Repurposed HS classrooms (old band & choir)
s New parking

Athletics:
= New competition gym & locker rooms (M5)
s New fitness room (shared M5+H5)

Fine Arts:
s New auditorium and scene shop (shared MS+HS)
¢  MNew visual arts classroom [M5)
« New band & choir spaces, including practice rooms and storage rooms (shared M5+HS)

0: How does this proposal benefit students?

A:  The plan provides many educational advantages for Maroa-Forsyth students. A new middle school,
attached to the high school, will create improved learning opportunities for all students in grades &-
12.

s Students can access all programming in the same building (safe & secure for students)

e Students are optimally grouped to meet their developmental needs

e Most economic use of construction funds, allowing for dollars to improve both M5 & HS
environments

s Increased opportunities for advanced courses for MS students and specialized programming
at HS [electives)...more robust curriculum

s Eliminates current duplicate spaces at HS & MS (library, cafeteria, kitchen, band/choir)

Maroa-ForsyLh CUSD #2 Referendurn FACL
v 2,19.20



e Shared professional and support staff (band, chorus, nurse, social work, buildings and
grounds, lunch, custodial) operate in the same building

» Shared state-of-the-art athletic fields for 6-12

s Operational cost savings for transportation, utilities, building renewal and maintenance

» High quality schools and great opportunities attract and retain families, while maintaining
and raising our district reputation and property values

IMPACT ON OUR COMMUNITY
Q: How will this referendum impact our families and community?

A: I successful, this referendum will allow Maroa-Forsyth School District to:
= Protect taxpayers’ investment in their homes and our school facilities
s Provide students with opportunities equal to neighboring schools
¢ Maintain best practices in keeping our schools safe and secure

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN TO TAXPAYERS
0: How will the new middle school be financed?

A:  The Maroa-Forsyth ballot referendum is a $33 million plan to address our real need for a new
middle school and provide necessary educational improvements at the high school for grades 6-12
use. The plan is financially responsible because we can use county sales tax funds to provide
relief from total reliance on property taxes for taxpayers. Only a portion of the new school will be
financed by property taxes. For the owner of $100,000 home, that means %54 a year or about $1
per week.

Q: Was an option explored for building the new middle school in Forsyth?

A:  One of the many options explored by the Trojans of Tomorrow community engagement program
was building a new middle school in Forsyth. This option included a generous offer from the
village of Forsyth to help finance this building with sales tax revenue. While this option had many
pluses, the majority of community engagement participants preferred the option in Maroa, with
the new middle school attached to the high school, because of long term educational benefits and
cost savings by having shared facilities and staff between the high school and middle school. In
short, they decided that the long-term benefits outweighed the short-term benefits of financing
the new school.

Maroa-Forsyth CUSD #2 Referendum FAQ,
v 2,19.20



Q:  If the proposal passes, what can the money be used for?

A:  The money can only be used for the building and construction-related services (such as
architecture and engineering) and not for operating costs (teacher and staff salaries, books, etc). It
can be used for classroom furniture. Whether the bonds are financed by sales tax revenue or
property tax revenue, the same answer applies.

Q: What exactly will voters see on the March 17, 2020 ballot?

A:  The ballot language reads:
"Shall the Board of Education of Maroa-Forsyth Community Unit School District #2, Macon and
DeWitt Counties, lllinois, build and equip a new middle school building on the existing Maroa-
Forsyth Middle School site, demolish the existing Maroa-Forsyth Middle School Building, alter,
repair and equip the Maroa-Forsyth High School Building, improve school sites and issue bonds of
said School District to the amount of 533,000,000 for the purpose of paying the costs thereof?"

If you have guestions or would like additional information, please contact:

Dr. John Ahlemeyer, Superintendent
john.ahlemeyer@mfschools.net
(217) 794-3488, Ext. 5103
www.mfschools.net

Maroa-Farsyth CUSD #2 Referendum FAQ
w2.19.20
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